THE   LIFE    OF   HORACE   WALPOLE

had early secured the Rangership of Richmond Park, and
valued die opportunities it gave for his favourite sport of
hunting with beagles ;  he had built himself a lodge in the
New Park, and in this lodge he had installed Miss Skerritt,
and used to go down there of a ^eek-end, to the Court's
full knowledge.   Queen Caroline, never delicate, took the
simplest view of these withdrawals,  and Lord  Hervey's
Memoirs echo her ;  but Sir Robert himself says, and it is
easily believable, that they gave him the chance to get some
work done in his one free time, with no company but that
of the woman who loved him.   Miss Skerritt was a lady of
good family and large fortune, who gave up her life to this
remarkable man ; and she was not by any means universally
ostracized :  Lady Mary Wortley in particular delighted in
her society, and Richmond Lodge no doubt had its callers,
But naturally Horace Walpole did not go there in his mother's
lifetime ; he did not willingly go there when Miss Skerritt
became the second Lady Walpole, and reigned for a few
months as its recognized mistress.   Even four years after
she also had died, he was still avoiding the place ;  but not
completely^ for Sir Robert was out of office and still in some
danger.   It is plain too that through all his youth Horace
had found himself in growing revolt from the Walpoles as
Walpoles, and drawn to his mother's kin.   In 1741, just
after the return from two years spent abroad, he writes to his
cousin Harry Conway, son of Lady Hertford, Lady Walpole's
sister : " I settled it yesterday with Miss Conway that you
three are brothers and sister to me and that if you had
been so, I could not love you better.   I have so many cousins
and uncles and aunts and bloods that grow in Norfolk that if
I had portioned out my affections to them, as they say I
should, what a modicum would have fallen to each*   So, to
, avoid fractions, I love my family in you three, their repre-

sentatives/*

There is no word here of his own brothers and sisters*